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David is an author of adventure books for 
middle grade children and anyone who still 
feels like a kid. He always wanted to write, but 
couldn’t really find the time or the motivation 
until he and his family started moving around 
Europe, looking for the right place to settle. 

In his quest to entertain a young audience, David 
aims to take his readers on an action-packed, 
fun-filled and mysterious ride in the world he 
created for his thrill-seeking characters. 

When not writing or reading, he spends his 
time cooking or playing basketball (so long as 
his knees hold out!), and desperately trying to 
cope with his own twin boys.

To find out more information, please visit his 
website at: 

davidkonradauthor.com
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Two friends go on the greatest adventure to find a lost diamond, called The Heart of the Island. 
They must overcome their fears, and face spooky bat-filled caves, as they take on the quest to find 
the treasure.

Ethan and Matt are staying at a lakeside cabin over a summer weekend when they meet Ms. 
Davenport, the owner of the cabin. She tells the boys about the legend of Dead-end Island, a place 
where something of great value was hidden by her family many years ago in the caves found 
there... caves that are dangerous and possibly deadly.

After a showdown with two local bullies, the boys are helped by Ms. Davenport’s grand-daughter, 
Karen, who later tells them that she found a mysterious key and a clue which talks about a map 
to the diamond’s location.

After the trio finds the map, they set off on this adventure truly believing they might actually find 
something of great value. Their adventure leads them to Dead-end Island and into the caves, with 
the two bullies not far behind. Can Ethan and Matt conquer their fears, escape the bullies, and 
finally find The Heart of the Island?
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EXCERPTED FROM CHAPTER 8
 “Did she tell you about the story of an old map of the cave system? The story about the 
Davenport family diamond? The story of the Heart of the Island?”
 “No. She skipped that part,” Matt chimed in, intrigued.
 “Did she now?” Karen smirked. “Well, my grandmother and her father had a big fight a 
long time ago, when she was still very young. Apparently, he had lost a lot of the family’s fortune, 
and possibly the diamond, and she resented him for it. So when he passed away, she didn’t really 
care what happened to his stuff. The only thing she took back to the Lakeview house was an old 
chest with some of his documents and paperwork. That chest is still in the office room of our 
Lakeview house—” she paused a beat.
 “Ok, and?” I was getting impatient again with the long story. And hot. It was really getting 
hot up there behind the glass wall.
 “And after I’d found that key, I went through that old chest, trying to find anything that 
would tell me what it’s for.”
 “So? Did you find anything?” Matt asked before I could.
 “I found my great-grandfather’s old diary. And I found this in it,” she took a single piece of 
paper out of her shorts pocket, and straightened it out on the desk. 
 “What’s that?” I asked, leaning in to have a better look. It was a piece of paper, a page torn 
out of an old notebook or something. 
 “It’s a page from my great-grandfather’s diary. Look at that drawing,” she held a finger 
right over a pencil drawing of a key. The same key I was still holding in my hand. And on the 
same page below the drawing, there was a hand-written paragraph: 
 “I have put the map of the diamond’s whereabouts in a safe place. Where the key to that 
place is hidden, shall remain a secret to all but my family.”
 “So, maybe he hadn’t lost the diamond, The Heart of the Island? Maybe he just hid it 
somewhere,” I said.
 “Exactly,” Karen said.
 “Wow,” I muttered. “That’s cool. But I still don’t see what we can we do about this. I mean, 
you don’t know where that ‘safe place’ is, right?”
 Karen lifted her eyes from the old diary page and looked straight at me. “Maybe I do.” 
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Ethan Gilmour (tall, buzzcut, dark brown hair, dark eyes) He is an adventurous kid, full of energy 
and not afraid to get himself into trouble. He is witty, and always ready to tease his buddy Matt, 
although he respects him a lot.

Matt Sharkey, his best friend (almost as tall, but a little stronger, bulkier, black curly mop) Matt is 
much quieter, pensive and book-smart, but always ready to follow Ethan and be his wingman. He 
doesn’t speak much, and when he does, it’s usually very meaningful. 
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Why did you start writing? What prompted you to do it?01
How did you come up with the idea for this book?02
How did you come up with the idea for this series?03
What about the main characters’ names?04

Sample Interview 
Questions
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Did you ever see yourself as a writer?05
How did you decide to write in English, which is a foreign language to you?06
What is your writing process?07
Do you want to write something other than MG adventure series?08
When do you find the time to write?09
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Why did you decide to go the indie publisher road?10



Target
Audience06

DAVID KONRAD

Middle grade children will delight in reading the adventures of Ethan 
and Matt as they take on adventures, solve mysteries, and work to 

help kids who have problems that need solving.

MIDDLE-GRADE READERS
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